
 

 

Food security for all: a pending process?  

International experts work on issues of food and nutrition security in Addis Ababa, 

October 7-9, 2013 

Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe 
and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life” 
(World Food Summit, 1996). 
 
Addis Ababa, October 3, 2013. Despite many efforts, the goals described above have not been 
realized to date. However, achieving food security at a global scale is not an issue for politicians 
alone. Global civil society, including science, has to contribute too. For this reason, a group of 
international scientists will meet at the ILRI campus in Addis in the coming days (October 7-9) to 
work out sustainable strategies for addressing global food and nutrition security. The conference is 
organized by an international research program called “FOODSECURE” (www.foodsecure.eu) that is 
coordinated by Wageningen University in the Netherlands. The three-day conference is organized by 
LEI Wageningen UR and the Ethiopian Economics Association and includes an intensive dialogue with 
African colleagues and stakeholders in order to make the outcome policy and practice-relevant. 
“We need to address the twin challenge of providing food for all in the decades ahead and adjusting 
to greater uncertainty and risk in the global food system” says Joachim von Braun, the scientific 
coordinator of the project and director of the Center for Development Research (ZEF), University of 
Bonn in Germany. 
 
The international meeting will comprise two days of science-based discussions and half a day of 
engaging with African and international stakeholders, mainly based in Addis. The scientists will work 
in small interdisciplinary teams e.g. on the causes of food and nutrition security and ways to address 
them, and the linkages between economic, social and environmental factors of risk to food and 
nutrition security. In addition, agricultural policy drivers of key players like the European Union, the 
United States, Brazil and Chinawill be investigated - being critical for the future functioning of the 
global food system. 
 
“What makes this international research endeavor different to other research efforts is the inter-
disciplinary and empirical approach. The program is a collaboration of 18 internationally renowned 
research institutes, each contributing with its specific expertise. Together we try, for example,to 
combine different innovation types and their multiple impacts. We also include agricultural 
production as well as distribution, environmental aspects and nutrition outcomes in our modeling 
exercises” explains Hans van Meijl, project coordinator from Wageningen University in Den Haag, 
The Netherlands. 

 

 

 

http://www.foodsecure.eu/


Collaborations 
“We are especially happy with the fruitful collaborations that have developed around the project”, 
states Dr. Assefa Admassie, a principal researcher from the Ethiopian Economics 
Association/Ethiopian Economic Policy Research Institute (EEA/EEPRI) based in Addis Ababa. “This 
conference brings synergies for actors in Ethiopia and beyond. The Technical Centre for Agricultural 
and Rural Cooperation (CTA) is facilitating the participation of key experts from Africa and the 
Caribbean and, moreover, the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) 
is involved. This broad agricultural research platform will sharpen the policy and research questions 
for further work, in particular the stakeholder analysis and empirical studies in the regions”, 
concludes Admassie. 
 

Background information on FOODSECURE 
FOODSECURE is an interdisciplinary, international research program aiming to design effective and 
sustainable strategies for addressing global food and nutrition security.FOODSECURE focuses on 
providing a knowledge base to support EU policy makers and other stakeholders in the design of 
policy strategies for improving food and nutrition security. For more information please look at 
www.foodsecure.eu. 
 

Invitation to media representatives: 

Media representatives are invited to join the roundtable discussion taking place on the ILRI Ethiopia 
Campus, Bole Sub City, CMC Road, Guird Shola area in Addis Ababa on October 9 (9 a.m. -  2 p.m.) 
There will be a possibility to interview the following key figures of the conference during the break at 
11 – 11.30 a.m.: 
Dr. Hans van Meijl                          (Project coordinator, Wageningen University, the Netherlands) 
Prof. Dr. Joachim von Braun (Scientific coordinator, Center for Development Research (ZEF) 

Germany),  
Dr. Assefa Admassie              (Principal researcher at Ethiopian Economic Association/ Ethiopian 

Economic    Policy Research Institute/EEA/EEPRI); 
Dr. Thom Achterbosch       (Project coordinator, Wageningen University, The Netherlands)  
Dr. Alemayehu Seyoum                 (President, Ethiopian Economics Association) 
 

Contact for the media:  

Please register with Dawit Teshale, public relations and communication officer at EEA/EEPRI (e-mail: 

dawitteshale@gmail.com/eea@ethionet.com; phone: 0116453200/0911445214) or Hanan Tefera, 

Senior secretary at EEA/EEPRI (e-mail: hanan_tefera@yahoo.com; phone: 0116453200/0911882222) 

for participation in the conference and interview requests.  

 

Organizers LEI Wageningen UR and Ethiopian Economics Association are grateful for the support of 

the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) and IFPRI’s Ethiopia office. 

CTA is collaborating with us to facilitate the participation of key experts in the program. We thank the 

staff of IFPRI and ILRI for logistical support. FOODSECURE receives core funding from the EU under the 

7th framework program. 
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